Language testing has been an elemental part of the teaching-learning the process, though views on language testing have always been changing. This paper presents the various components required to construct and use a language test. It primarily aims at highlighting the importance of validity, reliability, and washback and focuses if a test paper is valid, reliable and has a washback effect. A test should measure what it intends to measure and for this validity, of a test is an essential component. Reliability of a test refers to how a test should be measured and is also concerned with the consistency of scoring and the accuracy of the organization of the test, hence reliability also is an important factor for a test. Further, any item should ideally have a positive washback effect i.e., the test must have a beneficial effect. Any test setter has to consider these three qualities of a test discussed above. The paper aims at highlighting about these important aspects of test i.e. validity, reliability and washback and elucidates how these three aspects could be integrated into testing writing skills.
Introduction
Many researchers discuss the issue of a paradigm shift in testing issues ranging from psychometrics (questionnaires, personality tests) to a broader model of assessment in education, from an examination culture to an assessment culture. Gipps (1990) also observes that a much wider range of assessment practices are now in use than there were twenty-five years ago. Teachers today in engineering usually design and administer classroom tests to their students for decision-making and problem-solving purposes. To aid in decision-making a VNR VJIET, Hyderabad b PSG College of Technology, Coimbatore IJLLC ISSN: 2455-8028  Saha, P. R., & Kalpana, R. (2017 In this paper, a 3 rd Year, External Lab examination paper of an Engineering College is analyzed and the common characteristics of the test samples are scrutinized in terms of validity, reliability, and washback effect. The syllabus of a third year Engineering consists of Speaking, Reading and Writing Skills and all the three skills were tested. Writing skills include topics such as writing a SOP, abstract, report, summarizing & synthesizing, and writing a resume and cover letter. The question paper requires students to write questions based on writing for an academic and specific purpose. The sample question paper of a 3 rd Year paper is analyzed against the three principles is as follows: 
Renewable Energy Resources
The electricity requirements of the world including India are increasing at an alarming rate and the power demand has been running ahead of supply. It is also now widely recognized that the fossil fuels and other conventional resources, presently being used for generation of electrical energy, may not be either sufficient or suitable to keep pace with ever increasing demand of the electrical energy of the world. The recent severe energy crisis has forced the world to develop new and alternative methods of power generation, which could not be adopted so far due to various reasons. The magneto-hydro-dynamic (MHD) power generation is one of the examples of a new unique method of power generation. The other non-conventional methods of power generation may be such as solar cells, fuel cells, thermoelectric generator, thermionic converter, solar power generation, wind power generation, geothermal energy generation, tidal power generation etc. This paper elucidates about Different Energy sources, why we are going for non-conventional energy sources, Different non-conventional energy sources & comparison between them, about fuel cells and their applications. 2. You are applying to a University to pursue Master Degree (MS) in your specific field of study. Write a Statement of Purpose as part of the application process.
Section-III (Behavioural and Interview Skills)
Marks: 2X10=20 The question paper includes writing a sop, report, abstract, dialogue, resume and letter. A test is valid when it assesses the objectives and what has been taught. The paper should be designed so that it meets the objectives. The course outcomes easily align objectives with course content and evaluation methods and establish a logical sequence of learning milestones. Hence the objectives and outcomes of the Course are:
Course Objectives:
1] Enable the students to create clear, accurate, and succinct content to write business letters, resume, SOP, Proposals and Technical Reports for academics as well as for workplace 2] To adjust technical content to meet the needs of a specific target audience 3] Groom students to speak accurately and fluently and prepare them for real-world activities through behavioral skills. 4] Train students in soft skills through role play and group discussion to improve their EQ. The elements tested here are content, format, style and organization. The questions included in the test intend to test what it proposes to measure, i.e. if the students were able to write a sop or an abstract as they were taught and in case if they have followed the steps. It also offers meaningful information about the students' ability whether they are capable of writing the given assignment.
To ensure reliability, the instructors have provided clear administration and scoring instructions. The questions listed above can be considered to be are reliable because the students will be able to write a sop, cover letter, abstract during an exam and also in different situations while applying for a job interview or while applying for admission into higher studies. The rubrics for reliability are uniform. It is also important that the other test factors such as the formats and content of the questions and the length of the exam are consistent. Hence, the test is reliable as the students will be able to write the given topics in different circumstances too.
It refers to the outcomes for the learner, the teacher, and the teaching context (Linville). To examine if the test has a washback effect, it should be: 1] Be more formative in nature than summative. 2] Give chance to learners to prepare.
3] Positively impact what teachers teach, and what learners learn etc.
Washback motivates the students the learn more. The topics as sop, abstract and report will surely create an interest in students to learn and know more about them as they must be able to produce an impressive sop for the university or an abstract for a presentation. The students realize the importance of these and the test definitely has a positive washback.
The test item also examines if learners are able to analyze, infer, interpret and reason it out to attempt the answer. Learners taking such tests are also required to organize ideas, use linkers and sequence ideas logically to construct paragraphs. The question paper provides a challenge to the learners to apply what they have learnt in the classroom. Thus, the questions contain ample scope for learners to analyze, organize and construct coherent passages for letter, abstract, sop and report. Hence, the question paper was designed in context with the principles of validity, reliability, and washback in long run. ISSN: 2455 -8028  Saha, P. R., & Kalpana, R. (2017 
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Results and Analysis
The course outcome attainment based on these questions and the result obtained after the test show that the question paper is designed based on the principles of assessment. It has been observed that there are some issues to be taken into consideration when designing language exams. The exam papers collected for the purpose of this study reveal the following: a) Around 60 students appeared for the test and about 75% were able to perform well in the exam. b) The paper was designed to match with the principles of assessment in mind. As a good number of students performed in the test, it also confirms that the test was valid, reliable and had washback as it has a positive impact, a good number of students performed well and was able to take it to the next level etc. c) Having examined these items the result proves that the paper was designed well.
Conclusion
The past ten years have seen a growing awareness that testing can have consequences beyond just the classroom. Tests and test results have a significant impact on the career or life chances of individual test takers (e.g. access to educational/employment opportunities). The presented analysis shows that the test discussed here had reliability, validity, and washback issues as it has uniform rubrics for scoring, measures what it exactly proposes to measure and offers a chance to learners to prepare and gives feedback relevant to the objective. As stated by Morrow, the test reflects and encourages good classroom practice. If employed this way testing becomes a method parallel to teaching and learning and the teaching-learning environment becomes more conducive.
